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BY JIM BESSMAN

NEW YORK—On most evenings,
S.0.B.’s in New York is an ideal
impromptu choice for catching the
hippest new music, but if you arrive
after midnight on the first Thursday
of the month, gaining entry could
prove impossible. By then, the lower
Manhattan club is already packed to
capacity with some 600 young ethnic
South Asians—and more than a few

Web Stocks Face
Wild Ride On Street

BY BRIAN GARRITY

NEW YORK—When digital
download companies MP3.com
Inc., Musicmaker.com Inc., and
Liquid Audio Ine. all went public
amid much fanfare back in July,
Wall Street proclaimed the trio
of initial stock offerings the dawn

Conference Assesses
Music Downloads’ Impact
Page 10

of a new age in the recording
industry, one that would ulti-
mately change the way in which
audio content is developed, dis-
tributed, and consumed.

While the vision sold to
investors may yet come to
fruition, two months later, the
volatile post-initial public offer-
ing performance of the new
stocks suggests it is still some-
where off in the distance.

That’s the revised message
Wall Street is sending the
nascent market for download-

(Continued on page 1 U;%)J

non-Asians—reveling to the over-
powering beat of bhangra, the

intensely and infec-
tiously rhythmic folk
music of the rural
Punjab region of
Northwestern India
overlapping into Pak-
istan.

Born centuries ago
as dance music for
celebrating the har-

MEHNDI

vest, bhangra has since been urban-
ized by young ethnic Punjabis in the
U.K. and carried over to North
America’s South Asian communi-
ties—and has strongly rebounded

BY CHRIS MORRIS

LOS ANGELES—Like the forty-

niners, who trekked
by the thousands to
California in search
of gold, independent
distributors  and
labels believed they
were about to enter a
new land of glittering
opportunity when the
merger of Universal

Music Group and PolyGram N.V. was

announced last year.

Following the merger’s announce-
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back home as well (see story, page

102).
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So compelling is
today’s bhangra beat,
in fact, that it is
transforming the
entire Indipop music
scene, thanks to the
commanding vocal
presence of Daler
Mehndi, the first true
Indian pop superstar,

whose hits like “Dardi Rab Rab”
(“God, I'm Afraid” in Punjabi) and
“Na Na Na Nare” (“Don’t You Dare”
in Punjabi) have made the inclusion
of bhangra songs a veritable must in

The Gold Rush That Wasn’t

Indies Still Awaiting Big Gains From Uni/P’Gram Merger

ment in mid-1998 (Billboard, May
30, 1998), there was a widely held

belief among the
indies that the meld-
ing of the two major
music corporations
into one mega-major
would inevitably
result in a great exo-
dus of distributed
imprints and 200
acts, as a now-over-

burdened Universal would be forced
to pare its assets to a more man-
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any new Bombay, India-produced
“Bollywood” Hindi movie, the t1 ~adi-
tional means of introducing new pop
musie to the South Asian market-
place.

Indeed, TV commercials for the
current film “Arjun Pandit” (“Priest
Arjun” in Hindi) show more of the
“Pa%hct of Pop’s” performance of the
movie’s hit song “Kudiyan Shaher

(Continued on page 100)

Pro Biz Keen On
surround Sound

BY PAUL VERNA

NEW YORK—Whatever impact
DVD Audio will ultimately have
on the music industry, the format
has already indirectly—but
significantly
altered the way
musicians, pro-
ducers, and engi-
neers hear music.

In prepara-
tion for the
launch of DVD
Audio, which is
expected in late
1999 or early 2000, studio pro-
fessionals have been mixing
material in surround sound and,
along the way, have discovered
that the addition of three speak-
ers and a subwoofer to their
standard stereo setup has
greatly enhanced their creative
possibilities.

Some of these early sur-
round-sound recordings—like
Eric Clapton’s “Unplugged,”
Fleetwood Mac’s “The Dance,”
and James Taylor’s “Live At The

(Continued on page 109)
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BILLBOARD’'S WEEKLY COVERAGE

OF HOT PROSPECTS FOR THE

HEATSEEKERS CHART + BY CARLA HAY

H IP-HOP LEGACY: V &
Legacy is a duo of hip-hop
artists who met in Los Ange-
les, where the act is based. V
says, “Although I was from
Chi-Town and Legacy’s an
L.A. native, we're both in-

Entering The Zone.
Innerzone Orchestra is the
latest jazz/ambient project
from Detroit-based artist
Carl Craig, who has per-
formed under the aliases
Psyche and 69. Innerzone
Orchestra's debut album,
“Programmed” (Planet
E/Astralwerks), features
Craig, Francisco Mora (a
former member of Sun
Ra's Arkestra), Craig Tal-
born (who has previously
worked with the James
Carter Quartet), and Matt
Chicoine, who records
under the alias Recluse.

betweeners. We don’t quite
fit in with the people around
us, but we fit well together.
Before long, we were writing
songs and doing shows. We
did shows anywhere we

could. We both like to rock
spur of the moment. That’s
the ultimate challenge: to
create a vibe anywhere, any-
time.”

The team soon decided to
work on an album, resulting
in V & Legacy’s debut set,
“2000 MG,” due Oct. 12 on X-
Ray Records.

The album features sever-
al notable guests, including
George Clinton, DJ Lethal
(Beastie Boys, Limp Biz-
kit), and Cypress

Chad'’s Country. Before he
landed a record deal, Chad
Austin made a name for him-
self by singing on more than
100 demos. He also co-wrote
Joe Diffie’s “Hurt Me All The
Time.” Austin’s debut album,
Cut By Cut,” due Oct. 26 on
Asylum Records, was co-pro-
duced by Dale Dodson and
Jerry Taylor.

REGIONAL HEATSEEKERS NO.1s

Hill’s Sen Dog and
BoBo. I—

MOUNTAIN
Train, Train

V  continues,
“Legacy and 1
decided to make a
record that sums
up our personality.
The guests on the
record are like us:
vibers. They believe
in music and its

\IH—

" EAST NORTH CENTRAL
Slipknot, Slipknot

man & Pedersen may sound
like the name of a law firm,
but it’s really a foursome of
well-known  musicians.
Group members Tony Rice,
Larry Rice, Chris Hillman,
and Herb Pedersen count
among their credits the
Byrds, the Flying Burrito
Brothers, J.D. Crowe & the
New South, Country
Gazette, and the Desert
Rose Band.
Rice, Rice, Hillman &
Pedersen’s self-

NORTHEAST
Staind, Dysfunction

titled album is set
for release Oct. 5 on

A

N\ J

Rounder Records.
Guests on the al-
bum include Bill
Bryson, Ronnie
Simpkins, Rickie

‘ Simpkins, and

r Fred Travers.

special moment in

. g MIDDLE ATLANTIC
West Lriqoresmp %ENTML Train, Train
[ f/ SOUTH ATLANTIC
. Train, Train
PACIFIC
Moby, Play

ability to create a (

time and to take
you there.”

He adds, “[Peo-
ple] on the album
had an opportunity
to get their voices out and be
themselves and say whatev-
er they wanted. It was a very
free experience. I hope we
captured a great snapshot of
what we have here in our cor-
ner of the world.”

B LUEGRASS SUPER-
GROUP: Rice, Rice, Hill-

‘ CrLric worLD:
I World-beat band

SOUTH CENTRAL
Yungstar, Throwed Yung Playa
1]

THE REGIONAL ROUNDUP

Rotating top 10 lists of best-selling titles by new and developing artists.

EAST NORTH CENTRAL
1. Slipknot Slipknot

2. Train Train

3. The Dayton Family's Shoestring Fapresentin’ Til The World Ends
4, Staind Dysfunction

5. Tal Bachman Tal Bachman

6. Moby Play

7. Billie Honey To The B

8. Static-X Wisconsin Death Trip

9, Oleander February Son

10. Vitamin € Vitamin C

SOUTH ATLANTIC
Train Train
Jimmie's Chicken Shack Bring Your Own Stereo
Pastor Troy We Ready | Declare War
Ednita Nazario Corazon
Staind Dysfunction
Melina Leon Con Los Pies Sobre La Tierra
Tal Bachman Tal Bachman
Vitamin C Vitamin C
Limite 21 Septima Armonia
10. Oleander February Son
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Afro Celt Sound
System has been
touring in support
of its latest album,
“Volume 2: Re-
lease” (Real World/
Narada). The album has
been getting airplay on sev-
eral triple-A and public radio
stations, including KCRW
L.A., WXRV Boston, WXPN
Philadelphia, and KMTT
Seattle. The band’s music is
also featured on the “Stig-
mata” soundtrack.
Afro Celt Sound System

tour dates include Sept. 28 in
New York; Sept. 29 in Wash-
ington, D.C.; Oct. 5in Toron-
to; Oct. 6 in Detroit; Oct. 7in
Chiecago; Oct. 8 in Minneapo-
lis; Oct. 10 in Denver; Oct. 13

in Portland, Ore.; Oct. 14 in

Vancouver; Oct. 15 in Seattle,

Life After Pigface. Meg
Lee Chin may best be re-
membered as a member
of the industrial band Pig-
face. Before completing
her debut solo album,
“Piece And Love” (due
Sept. 28 on Chicago indie
label Invisible Records),
Chin was asked to audi-
tion as the lead singer for
Garbage. She says of Gar-
bage, “Nothing against
those guys, but they want-
ed every inflection to
match up with their guide
vocals, and it became
quite obvious that | was
coming from a different

place entirely.”

QOct. 17 in San Franecisco, and
Oct. 18 in Los Angeles.
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